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  Lent 2013 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Fridays in Lent from February 15th - March 22nd 
7:00 pm in the Church 

This prayerful evening helps us remember the 14 key events that 
took place on the day of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

Communal Penance Service  

March 7, 2013 
7:00 pm in the Church 

12 priests have been asked to join Father Kulma in hearing 
confessions. There will be a short prayer service, followed by 
individual confessions. 

Good Friday: Living Stations of the Cross 

March 29, 2013 
Noon in the Church 

Join us for this moving experience as High School students 
involved in our Youth Ministry program act out the Stations of the 
Cross. 

     Lent offers us a wonderful time to grow in our relationship with God and to 
deepen our commitment to a way of life, rooted in baptism. In our busy world, it is 
important to find time during the Lenten Season to pray more deeply, experience 
sorrow for our sins and to be generous to those in need. Listed below are some 
opportunities to increase prayer time, offer penance and share in community here at 
St. Edith Stein. 

Be sure to check out the back page for the Holy Week and Easter Schedule as well as 
other important dates coming up. 

Ash Wednesday 

February 13, 2013 
  6:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and distribution of ashes 
12:00 pm Liturgy of the Word and distribution of ashes 
  4:30 pm Mass and distribution of ashes 
  7:00 pm Mass and distribution of ashes 

Friday Night Fish Fry Dinner 

February 15th - March 22nd 
 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm in Carmel Hall 

The Knights of Columbus will serve all you can eat fish dinners. The price is $8.00 
for adults and $4.00 for children under 12 years old.  
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Men, ever bought something that required assembly and chose not to read the manual?  In those times that 

you finally resorted to reading the manual, how many “A-ha!” moments did you have realizing the im-

portance of having read the steps beforehand?    Applying this concept to our spiritual life, several men of 

the parish of St. Edith Stein Catholic Church have been taking the time to read our “spiritual manual”, the 

bible.  For the past three years, these men have been meeting from 6—7 am. on Tuesday mornings at Den-

ny’s on I-10 and Wilcrest to discuss the upcoming Sunday   readings.  Through discussion, these men are able 

to gather a deeper understanding of the readings and share how it relates to their current lives.  Not only 

has this served to develop a greater relationship with God, but it also has developed stronger ties among 

these men, numbering at times up to 15.  In 2012, this same group helped spark interest in a second group 

for Spanish speakers.  Entering its second year, this group now meets at St. Edith Stein most Thursday’s from 

6—7 am.    

 

So what do you need to do to participate?  Just show up!  Men, 

this group is a simple way to develop   spiritually and be blessed 

by simply showing up and being open to the Holy Spirit as it 

works through you and each of the men in this group.  Still not 

sure?  Email Fernando Garcia at garciafe@stedithstein.org garciafe@stedithstein.org garciafe@stedithstein.org garciafe@stedithstein.org if you 

would like more information. 

Who hasn’t gotten that question on Ash Wednesday before? Do you feel silly silly silly silly when people ask you 

about your ashes? And is it hard to answer their questions? Having ashes on your forehead isn’t just 

some weird Catholic thing: it’s a tradition that finds its roots in the Old Testament. “I turned to the 

Lord God, to seek help, in prayer and petition, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes” (Daniel 9:3). 

When the ashes are placed on our foreheads in the sign of the Cross, it is a reminder of several 

things. First, it is a call to repentance: a physical sign that we are sinners in need of forgiveness, 

which is how the prophets used it in the Old Testament. Second, it is to remind us that God creat-

ed us from the earth and when we die, we will return to it. But here’s the best part: As Pope Bene-

dict XVI has said, “Man is dust and to dust he shall return, but 

dust is precious in God's eyes because God created man,    destin-

ing him to immortality.” God so loves us that, even when our 

bodies return to the dust, our souls are meant to live forever with 

him. The ashes symbolize all of this. 

Not so silly anymore, is it?Not so silly anymore, is it?Not so silly anymore, is it?Not so silly anymore, is it?    
    

Source: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-resources/lent/ideas-for-evangelization-during-lent.cfm 
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From October 2012 until November of 2013, Catholics will be celebrating Year of Faith as declared by Pope Benedict 
XVI.  The goal is to strengthen the faith of Catholics and draw the world to faith by their example.  On September 24 
of 2012, Bishop David Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, chairman of the Committee on Evangelization and Catech-
esis of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, offered “10 Ways Catholics Can Live the Year of Faith.” Rooted 
in guidelines from the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, some of these suggestions are already    
requirements for Catholics; others can be embraced by Catholics at all times and especially during the Year of Faith: 

1. Participate in Mass. The Year of Faith is meant to promote the personal encounter with Jesus. This occurs most 
immediately in the Eucharist. Regular Mass attendance strengthens one’s faith through the Scriptures, the Creed, 
other prayers, sacred music, the homily, receiving Communion and being part of a faith community. 

 
2. Go to Confession. Like going to Mass, Catholics find strength and grow deeper in their faith through participation 
in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. Confession urges people to turn back to God, express sorrow for 
falling short and open their lives to the power of God’s healing grace. It forgives the injuries of the past and provides 
strength for the future. 

 
3. Learn about the lives of the saints. The saints are timeless examples of how to live a Christian life, and they 
provide endless hope. Not only were they sinners who kept trying to grow closer to God, but they also exemplify 
ways a person can serve God: through teaching, missionary work, charity, prayer and simply striving to please God 
in the ordinary actions and decisions of daily life. 

 
4. Read the Bible daily. Scripture offers first-hand access to the Word of God and tells the story of human salvation. 
Catholics can pray the Scriptures (through lectio divina or other methods) to become more attuned to the Word of 
God. Either way, the Bible is a must for growth in the Year of Faith. 

 
5. Read the documents of Vatican II. The Second Vatican Council (1962-65) ushered in a great renewal of the 
Church. It impacted how Mass is celebrated, the role of the laity, how the Church understands itself and its           
relationship with other Christians and non-Christians. To continue this renewal, Catholics must understand what the 
Council taught and how it enriches the lives of believers. 

 
6. Study the Catechism. Published exactly 30 years after the start of the Council, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church covers the beliefs, moral teachings, prayer and sacraments of the Catholic Church in one volume. It’s a    
resource for growing in understanding of the faith. Another helpful resource is the U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults 
(USCCA). 

 
7. Volunteer in the parish. The Year of Faith can’t only be about study and reflection. The solid grounding of the 
Scriptures, the Council and the Catechism must translate into action. The parish is a great place to start, and each 
person’s gifts help build up the community. People are welcome as ministers of hospitality, liturgical musicians,     
lectors, catechists and in other roles in parish life. 

 
8. Help those in need. The Vatican urges Catholics to donate to charity and volunteer to help the poor during the 
Year of Faith. This means to personally encounter Christ in the poor, marginalized and vulnerable. Helping others 
brings Catholics face-to-face with Christ and creates an example for the rest of the world. 

 
9. Invite a friend to Mass. The Year of Faith may be global in its scope, focusing on a renewal of faith and        
evangelization for the whole Church, but real change occurs at the local level. A personal invitation can make all the          
difference to someone who has drifted from the faith or feels alienated from the Church. Everyone knows people like 
this, so everyone can extend a loving welcome. 

 
10. Incorporate the Beatitudes into daily life. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12) provide a rich blueprint for      
Christian living. Their wisdom can help all to be more humble, patient, just, transparent, loving, forgiving and free. It’s    
precisely the example of lived faith needed to draw people to the Church in the year ahead. 
      
More information on the Year of Faith is available online: www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-
evangelization/year-of-faith/index.cfm 



The Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) is a process in which interested men and women can explore 

Catholicism, and make a decision to become a Catholic over a period of months. This Easter, St. 

Edith Stein parish will welcome a diverse group of men, women, and young people who will be 

fully initiated into the Church.  They have been preparing for several months through prayer, 

study, and reflection to receive the sacraments of Baptism, First Eucharist, and Confirmation at the 

Easter Vigil on March 30.  These elect will become full members of the Body of Christ, the Church. 

 

The beginning of Lent marks the third stage of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, The Period 
of Purification & Enlightenment.  This phase is marked by three community celebrations known as 

Scrutinies.  During this period, these elect and the parish community together focus on conversion, 

scrutinize their lives in light of the gospel and celebrate the presentations of the Creed and Lord's 

Prayer. These Scrutinies coincide with the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday's of Lent, and we ask God for 

healing and forgiveness of the elect. 

 

RCIA is the process that the Church has designed to help women and men respond to the impulse 

of God’s Spirit, , , , drawing them to community fellowship in Jesus Christ, to personal holiness, and to 

engage in loving service in the world.  RCIA is a call to every baptized person to renew their 

commitment to Christ. 

 

The members of our RCIA are “living signs” of our on-going call to personal conversion and 

renewal.  As we pray for the members of our RCIA this Lenten season, may we open our hearts to 

receive Christ’s call in our lives, too! 

 

If you or someone you know would like more information about becoming a part of our RCIA 

ministry, please contact Jenny McConnell at 281-492-7500 or jenny@stedithstein.org. 
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Across 

1. Lent con
nues un
l _____ ______. 

5. The Church gives us _______ weeks of Lent to prepare for Easter. 

8. The day Lent begins. 

9. The liturgical color for Lent is ______. 

10. Lent is the 
me that we prepare for Jesus’ _______________. 

11. Giving to the poor. 

Down 

2. To go without. 

3. Easter celebrates the _________ Mystery, the mystery of our dying to sin and rising with Christ to the new 

life of grace. 

4. We open our hearts to God’s love by the Lenten prac
ces of ________. 

6. Lent is a 
me of _________. 

7. Going without food. 

8. Not ea
ng meat.          (Answers on page 7) 

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com 



We began our Capital Campaign in April 2012, 
and began receiving pledge payments in May 
from parishioners.  This campaign, to reduce 
debt, has come at a very important time. Our 
loan has been held by the Archdiocese of       
Galveston Houston since June 2011, with the 
terms   being interest only until June 2014.  Also, 
we are receiving a very low interest rate during 
this time; the rate is currently 2.45%.    
 

Update of Campaign’s progress: 
 
Capital Campaign Pledged Over 3 years  
     $ 1,767,625 
 

Building/Capital Campaign  
 
Funds received  July 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012 
     $   238,756 
 
Loan balance on December 31, 2012    
     $ 4,138,203 
 

Our goal for this campaign is $2 million and we 
are still receiving pledges; so it is not too late to 
participate.   
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The parish of St. Edith Stein is very thankful for 
the many ways in which parishioners give of 
their time, talent, and treasure.  Of the many 
ways in which our parish families bless this 
parish, one in particular stood out as it     
transformed our parish, literally. 
 
You may recall in October of 2012 the parish 
kitchen area  underwent a period of renovation.  
Finalized in January of this year, this project 
was made possible through careful planning 
and financing by the St. Edith Stein Ladies 
Guild. Their time, talent, and treasure helped 
t ransform 
our kitch-
en.  In ad-
dition to 
this, a fam-
ily of this 
parish was 
able to do-
nate the 
b e a u t i f u l 
countertop, 
sink and 
appliances 
as well.  
Already well in use, we have received so many 
compliments on the project and once again we 
give thanks to those that made this possible. 
 
During this same time, we were also blessed to 
receive two new commercial vacuum cleaners.  
Having multiple events in our parish week in 
and week out, vacuums are used quite often 

and having such great quality 
vacuums made available to us is 
a true blessing as well.  Thank 
you to our Filipino Community 
for the treasures they shared 
with us. 
 
We gives thanks to God not only 
for these ministries and individu-
als, but everyone who gives of 
themselves to bless our parish 
family.  No matter what the 
amount of time, type of talent, or 

size of the    treasure, your sacrifice is    appre-
ciated and felt by all.   

Mary Phillips 
Mary Phillips is our Coordina-
tor of Marriage Preparation, 
which is a new part-time posi-
tion at St. Edith Stein.  Mary 
comes to us with many years 
of faith formation and leader-
ship training.  We are glad to 

have Mary and welcome her to this new minis-
try. 

 
Jeremy Doucet 
Probably already a familiar 
face to many of you, Jeremy 
Doucet is our new Mainte-
nance Tech.  Working part-
time throughout the week, Jer-
emy is also attending Houston 

Community College.  Jeremy has long been an 
active parishioner serving in many ministries 
from altar server to youth groups. 

Insert is Jeremy in 2003 



St. Edith Stein’s 11th Annual Gala 
April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013April 13, 2013            

Dinner, Dancing, Live Auction & Casino 
7:00 pm—Midnight 

Fry Road MUD Bldg. on Saums Road  
Must be 21 years or older to attend 

 

Tickets are $35.00 per person and will go on sale after all Masses on :   
March 23rd & 24th and April 6th & 7th (also available at the Church Office) 

 

Auctioneer:  Father Pat Garrett 
 

Live Auction Items:  Cajun Dinner, Honey Doers, Polish Dinner,  
Reserved Parking Spaces & Many More! 

 
*Space is limited.  Buy your tickets early to enjoy this exciting evening of fun &  

fellowship!!! All proceeds benefit St. Edith Stein.    
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Answers from page 5 
Across:  

1. Holy Thursday / 5. 

Six / 8. Ash Wednesday / 

9. Violet / 10. Resurrec-


on / 11. Almsgiving 

Down: 

 2. Abstain / 3. Paschal / 

4. Prayer / 6. Penance /  

7. Fas
ng / 8. Abs
nence 



3311 N. Fry Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77449 
 
Ph: 281.492.7500 
Fx: 281.492.0266 
 
www.stedithstein.org 

March 31, 2013: Easter Sunday 

  6:30 am  Easter Mass at Sunrise 
  9:00 am Easter Sunday Mass 
11:30 am  Easter Sunday Mass 

 (No 6:00 pm Mass) 
 

April 1, 2013: Easter Monday 

 8:30 am  Easter Monday Mass 
Offices Closed 

 

Other Important Dates . . . 

 
March 7, 2013 

Communal Penance Service at 7:00 pm 
 

May 11 & May 18, 2013 

First Eucharist Celebration at 10:00 am 
 

May 12, 2013 

Senior High Confirmation at 6:00 pm 
 

May 19, 2013: 

Adult Confirmation & Pentecost Sunday 
 

February 13, 2013: Ash Wednesday 

  6:00 am  Liturgy of the Word (distribution of ashes) 

12:00 pm Liturgy of the Word (distribution of ashes) 

  4:30 pm Mass (distribution of ashes) 
  7:00 pm Mass (distribution of ashes) 
 

Fridays during Lent: Stations of the Cross 
7:00 pm    Stations of the Cross  
6:00 - 8:30 pm Lenten Fish Fry  
 

March 28, 2013: Holy Thursday 

7:00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
  Adoration after Mass until Midnight  
 
March 29, 2013: Good Friday 

12:00 pm   Living Stations of the Cross  
  4:00 pm   Divine Mercy Prayer 
  7:00 pm  Veneration of the Cross w/ Communion 

Offices Closed 

 
March 30, 2013: Holy Saturday 

10:30 am Blessing of Easter Baskets 
  8:30 pm   Easter Vigil Mass 
 

  Holy Week & Easter Schedule  


